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al THE GIFTED CHILD IN FRANCE 

J ROBERT CARDEW 


The French school boy knows that if he is to succeed he must be constantly 
striving; for observation of instructional methods leads me to believe that he is 
being ceaselessly presented with subject matter that is always challenging. He 
knows that he must keep walking up hill and that he can never coast. This is, per- - 
haps, only another way of saying that his instructors teach up to him and never 
down at him. Much is expected of him both quantitatively and qualitatively so that 
he never feels that he is being pampered. As a consequence, by the time that he 
has finished his secondary education, which for ihe large majority of French stu- 
dents is a terminal point and which he normally reaches at age eighteen, he has 
attained the level of our American college Junior. | remember visiting a class of 
seventeen and eighteen year old girls in a Paris lycee in which the professor was 
discussing the moral philosophy of Emmanuel Kant and his idea of duty as it 
applied not only to the literature that they had been studying for several years but 
to their daily lives. 


All this means, of course, that the French system is very rigorous, very seri- 
ous, very formal and much more impersonal than we are accustomed to. Success 
depends largely upon examinations rather than upon daily performance. Examina- 
tions are administered very impersonally by others than the teacher of the subject 
for whom the student is merely a name and, at the upper levels particularly, 
merely a number. This puts the classroom teacher on the side of the student but no 
(Continued on page 2) 


Dr. Cardew is Associate Professor of Romance Languages at the University of Cincinnati. More than 
once he has been in France, and has been honored with a medal by the French Government. 
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teacher's success depends upon the number of students that can be passed. Failure 
in an examination brings no special stigma since it may be repeated after a certain 
time lapse and repeated work. Moves are at present on foot to raise the present 
age of fourteen for obligatory attendance in school to sixteen and education is free 
through the lycee, the secondary level. The French child has, then, the opportunity 
to go as far with a classical education, in a technical school or in a trade as his 
intelligence, his capacity for learning, his diligence and his application will carry 
him. But he must show evidence of capacity, of effort and of performance. 


The problem of the gifted child as we know it in this country does not exist in 
France since the whole system seems to be geared to providing each student with 


(Continued on Page 3) 
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED CHILDREN TAKES PLEASURE IN 
ANNOUNCING 
THE THIRD ANNUAL ESSAY CONTEST 
THE TOPIC IS: “SCHOOL EXPERIENCES WHICH HAVE MEANT THE MOST TO ME” 


References in the literature on gifted often tell us that we are neglecting 
one of our most precious resources, the gifted child. Researchers have pointed out 
that half of our youth who are capable of college training do not receive it. Of 
this number half do not go to college because they are not financially able, and 
half do not go for other reasons. There is little doubt that motivation enters into 
the picture of those who do not further their education, regardless of which group 
they fall into. The question then becomes why were they not motivated to further 
their training? Good teaching rather than quench the thirst for learning, should 


further kindle the appetite. We hope that teachers everywhere will want to share . 


with us that part of their training which was most motivating and stimulating to 
them in an essay titled “School Experiences Which Have Meant the Most to Me.” 


Please note: 


1. Essays are to be typewritten, and not more than 500 words in length. 


2. Entries should include the writer's name, address, school connection, 
grade, and subjects or field taught, on a separate sheet of paper. 


3. Manuscripts should be addressed to The Contest Committee, The National 
Association for Gifted Children, 409 Clinton Springs Ave., Cincinnati 17, 
Ohio, by May 15, 1957. 


4. The first prize winner shall be awarded either a tuition free scholarship 
for a course in Education of the Gifted to be given at a university of his 
choice, or a $100 U. S. Savings Bond. Second and third prizes are $50 
and $25 U. S. Savings Bonds. 


Supervisors and Administrators: Kindly post this notice for your teachers, 
and call the contest to their attention. 


(Continued from Page 2) 


the kind of education by which he may best profit. To reach the secondary schools 
and to be awarded a diploma from one of them takes a really superior effort. 
Only the very superior individual is successful and since a good education means 
so very much in terms of the profession one may enter or even the technical field, 
the competition is very keen and the students, from the very first, are serious 
about their work. Such competition is of course encouraged and the students are 
ranked in their classes and the best ones in each subject or examination receive 
prizes in the form of books or medals. Students who are thus honored are looked 
up to by their comrades and do not therefore need to feel sensitive about being 
different from the group. Intellectual curiosity is encouraged and a superior mind 
is highly respected at every level of the educational system. 
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IN ILLINOIS 


Extending from July 29 to August 16, 
1957, an excellent workshop on Educa- 
tion of the Gifted will be offered by the 
Department of Education of The Uni- 
versity of Chicago. Robert DeHaan is 
the Director, with Herbert A. Thelen the 
Senior Consultant. Jacob Getzels, Philip 
Jackson, John Goodland, and Kenneth 
Rehage will act as additional consult- 
ants. Please write to John R. Warren 
for further information. 


IN MICHIGAN 


On March 19, 1957, the Michigan 
Association for Gifted Children, (affil- 
iated with N.A.G.C.) held a joint meet- 
ing with the P.T.A. of The City and 
Country School of Bloomfield Hills, an 
elementary school for gifted children. 
Their Speaker was Thomas H. Hamilton 
of Michigan State University. 


IN MINNESOTA 


The Minnesota Association for Gifted 
Children has shown a steady growth in 
membership under the able leadership 
of John S. Pearson as president, with 
Mrs. Mary Pilch as secretary. This group 
has also been active in an effort to stim- 
ulate state legislature to give considera- 
tion to the needs of the gifted. 


IN NEBRASKA 


Those living in Nebraska, who wish 
to know more about the Association for 
Gifted in that state, may want to contact 
the president of the Nebraska Associa- 
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tion for Gifted, Steven Watkins, Super- 
intendent of Schools, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


IN NEW YORK 


Four courses are being offered by 
the Schaol of Education of Syracuse 
University relating to the education of 
gifted children. Two demonstration 
classes are being offered, one for those 
who wish to gain experience in work- 
ing with primary age children, the other 
for those concerned with the interme- 
diate. They are being taught by Nancy 
Lutz and Moe Bergman. In addition, a 
course in The Education of Gifted Chil- 
dren, and a workshop in Education of 
Gifted Children will be taught by James 
Dunlap. William Cruickshank is dean 
of the Summer Sessions, and Director of 
Education of Exceptional Children. 


IN OHIO 


Dr. Edna R. Oswalt of Kent State 
University, Kent, Ohio, will again offer 
work in Education and Psychology of 
the Gifted, plus a demonstration class 
of gifted elementary age children for 
observation. 


Ohio State University is offering a 
special conference on MEETING THE 
CHALLENGE OF THE GIFTED, Thursday, 
March 28, 1957. Special features in- 
clude a key note address by Dr. Ralph 
Tyler, of The Center for Advancement 
of the Behavorial Sciences, and a panel 
interview of Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, 
president of Ohio Wesleyan University. 


_ The Cincinnati Association for Gifted 
(affiliated with N.A.G.C.) will have Dr. 
Thor Johnson, conductor of the Cincin- 
nati Symphony Orchestra as a featured 
speaker at its December meeting. IF 
YOUR CHILD SHOWS MUSICAL INTER- 
EST, HOW CAN YOU ENCOURAGE HIM 
will be the topic of Dr. Johnson's address. 


As a result of the interest expressed 
on the part of one women’s club in pro- 
viding assistance to a gifted child, some 
thirty-six children who would profit 
from encouragement, financial as well 


as otherwise, were called to the atten- § 


tion of Cincinnati’s N.A.G.C. 
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(Notes and News Continued) 


The Cincinnati N.A.G.C. has also been 
in contact with Ohio’s legislature in 
order to determine what plans have 
been given consideration to help meet 
the needs of our gifted, and what pro- 
posed legislation might be passed in 
the near future. 


IN PENNSYLVANIA 


Pittsburgh will be the host of the 
next I.C.E.C. convention, during the 
week of April 23. A number of excel- 
lent programs shall be devoted to the 
gifted child. Friday, APRIL 26, at 7:30, 
is the morning of the N.A.G.C. break- 
fast at the Penn-Sheraton. 


IN WASHINGTON 


J. Wesley Crum, Dean of Instruction 
of Central Washington College of Edu- 
cation, at Ellensburg, Washington, an- 
nounces that a Workshop on the Teach- 
ing of Gifted Children will be offered 
early in the summer under the direction 
of Walter B. Barbe. 


IN WASHINGTON, D. C. 


At the recent meeting of The Society 
for The Study of Social Legislation at the 
Department of Education Auditorium, 
N.A.G.C. was ably represented by Mrs. 
Victor Goertzel. 


FROM THE EDITOR 


To reach as wide an audience as pos- 
sible it would be well if THE GIFTED 
CHILD NEWSLETTER were listed in the 
Educational Index. It is their policy to 
select periodicals for indexing which 
are voted for by their readers. Won't 
you please request that they do so by 
writing to The H. W. Wilson Co., E. W. 
Colburn, 950 University Ave., New 
York 52, N. Y. It is our sincerest hope 
that our readers are enjoying THE 
GIFTED CHILD NEWSLETTER and are 
finding its contents interesting and 
helpful. 


A new book on the gifted by Robert 
J. Havighurst and Robert DeHaan.. . 
Another by Norma Cutts and Nicholas 
Mosley .. . A Yearbook of The N.S.S.E. 
to be devoted to the Gifted Child . .. 
A Directory of Individuals throughout 
the country doing research and work- 
ing with gifted children, prepared by 
the A.P.A. and co-sponsored by N.A. 
G.C. .. The N.V.G.A. meeting on gifted, 
April 16th, at Lansing, Michigan, with 
Elizabeth Drews the featured speaker 
. . The N.A.G.C. breakfast at the Penn 
Sheraton Hotel in Pittsburgh, Friday, 
April 26, 1957, at 7:30 A.M. during 
the comihg I.C.E.C. convention . . . 
Dr. M. Emett Wilson’‘s distinctive view- 
points on MUSIC AND THE GIFTED 
CHILD, in the next GIFTED CHILD NEWS- 
LETTER. 


When you have finished with this 
copy of the N.A.G.C. NEWSLETTER 


please share it with a friend 
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THE GIFTED CHILD 


REPORT ON THE ANNUAL MEETING 


TWO MEETINGS WERE JOINTLY HELD 
BY SECTION Q OF AAAS AND THE 
N.A.G.C., DEC. 26th AND 27th IN NEW 
YORK CITY. 


Wednesday evening a paper titled 
THE NEEDS OF TODAY’S GIFTED CHIL- 
DREN was presented by Ann F. Isaacs, 
Director-Psychologist of The Personality 
Development Preschool and President 
of The National Association for Gifted 
Children, 409 Clinton Springs Ave., Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. It was indicated that the 
gifted child needs to be identified from 
four points of view: (1) by his parents, 
(2) by his teachers, (3) to his peers, and 
(4) to himself. Parents must identify the 
gifted child because they have first and 
most intimate contact with the child for 
the most extended length of time. 
Teachers should know the gifted child 
because they are in position to influence 
the child’s attitudes toward school, and 
the amount of schooling he will be 
motivated to seek. The peer group 
needs to identify the gifted child that 
he may be encouraged rather than feel 
the desire to suppress his talents in his 
search for group acceptance. The indi- 
vidual must know that he himself is 
talented, that he may develop a sense 
of responsibility and the desire to de- 
velop his potentialities to the fullest, 
both for his own self realization and the 
benefit of society. Additional needs 
given were: 

1. Greater interest in the gifted child 
on the part of all groups, professional 
and lay persons. 

2. Research in all areas regarding 
education and psychology of the gifted. 

3. Federal legislation to sponsor re- 
search and make available already ex- 
isting knowledge. 

4. State Legislation to certify teach- 
ers in education of the gifted, to pro- 
vide special psychologists and super- 
visors for those schools who wish to 
initiate programs for their gifted or 
who need additional assistance with 
programs already in process. 

5. Guidance centers, public and pri- 
vate, staffed with individuals oriented 
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to the current recommendations in the 
research literature regarding programs 
and practices for gifted children. 

This meeting was moderated by Tom 
Cohn of Wayne University and presi- 
dent of The Michigan Association for 
Gifted Children. 


Thursday morning papers were pre- 
sented on the topic of MOTIVATING 
THE GIFTED UNDERACHIEVER. 


Doris T. Allen of The University of 
Cincinnati and founder of The Chil- 
dren’s International Summer Villages 
pointed out that in terms of the prob- 
lems of world peace, we are all under- 
achievers. 


Louis T. Fliegler of Syracuse Uni- 
versity discussed the problem from the 
point of view of personality dynamics, 
and how case studies have shown that 
the child’s attitudes toward himself and 
those of his parents influence his 
achievement. 


John Mayer, Director of The Science 
Teaching Improvement program of the 
AAAS approached the problem from 
the subject matter aspect. He indicated 
that the subject might be regarded 
from the point of view of aiding the 
unachiever through curriculum changes, 
guidance, extracurricular activities, and 
the new force of professional societies 
who were concerned with studying 
ways to bring about improvement in 
public education. 

John Pearson of Rochester State Hos- 
pital presented a paper stressing the 
potential i,ifluence of adequate guid- 
ance of the underachiever. He _ indi- 
cated these children sometimes do not 
achieve because they are unaware of 
their capacities and the value of ade- 
quate college training in terms of their 
future life’s earnings. 

Leah Gold Fein, psychologist of Stam- 
ford, Conn., and Viola Cassidy of Ohio 
State University were discussants of the 
papers presented. Ann F. Isaacs, Presi- 
dent of THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
FOR GIFTED CHILDREN acted as mod- 
erator. 
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HOW | TEACH GIFTED CHILDREN 


A winning essay submitted in the second annual National Association for Gifted Children 
contest. 


Anonymously submitted, with a note requesting that award remain in N.A.G.C. Treasury. 


Over the years I have been privileged with the thrill of teaching many 
gifted boys and girls and their parents. In working with gifted children one be- 
comes imbued with the desire to do everything possible to help find the path 
that will lead to their greatest achievement and happiness, for their own benefit 
as well as that of our society. 


Among gifted adults one can see many with talents which are not being 
utilized. This means a loss both for themselves and our civilization. Why do so 
many talented adults function at a minimum or at a mediocre level? Is it be- 
cause they have tried to hide their talents? Do they even know they are talented? 
Have they had negative or repeatedly disappointing experiences in the ficlds of 
their talents? 


The answers to these questions influence my methods of teaching gifted 
children. Here is what I try to do: 


1. First I study each child to see where his gifts are, be they in music, art, 
science, or leadership. 


2. Then I try to give him the opportunity to have satisfying experiences 
in the areas where he is talented. This is done in the hopes that he will 
attain maturity with a positive feeling related to the areas of his talents 
that he may be motivated to continue his interest and studies and feel 
the urge to be productive. Many adults have had negative classroom ex- 
periences in the subject matter of their talents, so that when they reach 


maturity they are not more than passively interested in this area, and 
seldom creative. 


3. I permit my gifted ones to help me in every possible way — caring for 
materials, keeping clerical records, helping all who need help. I then 
have more time, which I in turn devote to my gifted child, and the 
gifted child is developing a sense of responsibility. 

4. I make sure his peers know of his gifts, and understand how it helps 
them to have him in the class. 

5. I repeatedly let the gifted child know that he is talented, whether his 
gifts be in music, art, science, leadership or thinking power. 

6. I try to acquaint his parents with these facts. 


7. I ascertain that his next year’s teachers are also aware of his endow- 
ments. 


During the school year the child spends more of his waking hours in school 
than at home. As a teacher I have a wonderful opportunity to help each child 
find himself and set his life’s goals. These are my objectives when I respond to 
“How I Teach Gifted Children.” 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


With the presentation of the present 
GIFTED CHILD NEWSLETTER, we are 
pleased to report that many wonderful 
letters of encouragement were received 
from our readers following first publi- 
cation. Our membership continues to 
grow. In addition to the increase of 
individual memberships, a number of 
school systems, and libraries joined as 
group members. This enables them to 
receive N.A.G.C.’s releases, reprints, 
articles, or special publications in five 
or more copies of each item. Do urge 
your local public libraries, as well as 
school libraries to become members of 
N.A.G.C. 


In the states of Texas, New Jersey, 
New York, and California, there already 
are tentative plans for forming new 
local N.A.G.C. study groups. N.A.G.C. 
is eager to assist the formation of local 
study groups throughout the country. 
Researchers find that successful pro- 
grams which remain functioning are 
those jointly founded by professional 
school people together with the enthu- 
siastic backing of the community. Con- 
tact N.A.G.C. and learn how you may 
start a local study group in your com- 
munity. 


We recently had another communi- 
cation from Washington, D. C. This 
one is from THE PRESIDENT’S COM- 
MITTEE ON EDUCATION BEYOND THE 
HIGH SCHOOL. We are invited to sug- 
gest several problems that might be re- 
garded as most significant to long term 
planning. N.A.G.C. responded with a 
five page letter. Further suggestions 
and recommendations from our readers 
who have some ideas or feelings they 
would like to impart, will be incorpor- 
ated in our future communications to 
the committee. 


PAGE 
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N.A.G.C. is planning to publish in 
book form the results of the New York 
convention jointly held with the A.A.A. 
S. last December. To date there is little 
material on MOTIVATING THE GIFTED 
UNDERACHIEVER, the topic of one of 
our panel discussions, and the title of 
the book. It is hoped this book will 
help fill a much felt need. 


The lead article presented in the cur- 
rent GIFTED CHILD NEWSLETTER, by 
Dr. Robert Cardew, provides some in- 
teresting insights into the education pic- 
ture abroad on comments made by per- 
sons who have returned from visits to 
Europe. As some of our colleagues have 
pointed out— were the statement not 
factual, the issue might be regarded as 
debatable, but up to now, it has prob- 
ably largely been true. The observa- 
tion being referred to relates to the 
point of view that in England interest 
is in the average child, in America, in- 
terest is in the dull or slow learners, 
and in France the people attend to their 
gifted. 


In this our second GIFTED CHILD 


NEWSLETTER we invite all our teachers} 


to take a few minutes and contribute an 
essay to the current contest “School 
Experiences Which Have Meant the 
Most to Me.” Whether you win or not, 
you will be happy to learn that all 
essays are to receive careful considera- 
tion. Their contents will be analyzed 
to determine what common factors ex- 
ist in satisfying school experiences. 
Your ideas for future essay topics will 
be appreciated. 


Cordially yours, 


ANN F. ISAACS, President 
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Ernest Jones’ informative comments 
on “The Nature of Genius,” in THE 
SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY, 84 (February, 
1957) 75-83. 


The March issue of THE SCHOOL RE- 
VIEW, devoted to the proceedings of 
the Gifted Child conference held re- 
cently at Chicago University. 


The January 1956 copy of EDUCA- 
TIONAL LEADERSHIP, 13 (January, 1956). 
A majority of the articles are devoted to 
curriculum and the gifted. 


a 4 a a 


R. J. Seeger’s article titled “Mathe- 
matical Science and The Manpower The next copy of your N.A.G.C. THE 


Problem,” in THE MATH TEACHER, 50 GIFTED CHILD NEWSLETTER, due in 
(January, 1957) 10-18. July. 


CAMP MAPLEHURST 


A summer camp for gifted children, age six to fourteen. 
A unique opportunity for gifted children. 
Professional level staff. 


Excellent facilities, located on three hundred acres of private lake. 


Directors: Thomas S. Cohn, Ph.D., Leonard Herman, LLB. 
Winter address: 16178 Washburn, Detroit, Michigan. 
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THE GIFTED CHILD 
IN MEMORIAM 


The N.A.G.C. has just lost two of its most able friends and advisors, 
Dr. C. M. Louttit and Dr. Lewis M. Terman. To their many friends, col- 
leagues and students alike, discussions related to the needs of our gifted 
youth never found them too busy to give us their best thinking in all 
matters that were presented for consideration. In their memory the 
N.A.G.C. board has voted to establish a book fund for publications to be 
made available to our members. 


Please send your contributions to The Louttit-Terman Book Fund 
409 Clinton Springs Avenue 
Cincinnati 17, Ohio 


Commemorate a happy occasion in your school or home — promotions, retire- 
ments, engagements, weddings, significant birthdays, new babies, or express 
your sympathies to your colleagues, friends and relatives by sending a contri- 
bution to N.A.G.C. A copy of the following note will promptly be sent to the 
person you wish to honor, or remember: 


The National Association For Gifted Children 


409 CLINTON SPRINGS AVENUE 
CINCINNATI 17, OHIO 


AVon 1-1188 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED CHILDREN has received a con- 


tribution from 


in memory f 
inhonor ° 


Vye Danielson, Chairman 
THE BESSIE FABE FUND 
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THERE’S A NEED FOR N.A.G.C. 


1. To serve as a clearing house. 

2. To keep abreast of al! research practices and programs in process. 
3. To subsidize research at the graduate level. 

4. To help individuals. 

5. To help schools get started on their programs. 

6 


. To publish our Journal. 


WHAT N.A.G.C. DOES 


1. Provides articles and reprints, and publishes The NEWSLETTER. 
. Gives program assistance to all interested groups. 


Plans National Conventions. 


Helps subsidize programs at all levels. 
Encourages research. 


. Sponsors an annual essay contest to stimulate interest. 


WHAT CAN HAPPEN WITHOUT N.A.G.C, 


Good practices of long standing disappear when the supervisor of the 
program marries, retires or changes positions. Poor practices abandoned 
in some school systems as inadequate are initiated into others, without 
adequate insight into the causative factors of failure. Examples of the 
above situations can be found in various communities large and small, 
throughout the country. A strong N.A.G.C. can help your community 
select the program most suited to its needs and will help mainiain com- 
munity support to assure it continued success. 


AVAILABLE FROM YOUR N.A.G.C. OFFICE 


A list of speakers and their topics, plus program ideas for your gifted 
study groups. 


Various articles, pamphlets and reprints. 
Pointers on how to start a local affiliated N.A.G.C. Study Group in your 
community. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED CHILDREN BULK RATE 
409 CLINTON SPRINGS U. S. POSTAGE 
CINCINNATI 17, OHIO 

PAID 


CiNCINNATI, OHIO 
PERMIT 9212 


When you have finished with this copy of The N.A.G.C. NEWSLETTER, please | 


share it with a friend. 


JOIN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED CHILDREN + 


Help meet the needs of our gifted youth. Join and add your support to The 


N.A.G.C. which serves teachers, parents, administrators, psychologists, and other ~ 


professional groups through: 


1. Making available knowledge of current research and practices. 
2. Publishing the N.A.G.C. NEWSLETTER. 


3. Planning for a fund which will serve to subsidize research, and publica- . 


tion of materials related to education of the gifted. 
4. Providing program assistance for interested organizations. 


If you would like to be on our permanent mailing lists and you are not 4 
already a member of the N.A.G.C., please fill in the following form and mail — 
with your remittance to the N.A.G.C. 


MEMBERSHIP BLANK 
Date 


Name. 
Home Address. 


City 
School or 
Telephone Number Business Position 


We welcome you as: Schools, Business, 
Professional, or Other 
AN INDIVIDUAL GROUP 
$5 a Regular Member $25 a Regular Member 
$10 a Contributing Member —____$100 a Contributing Member 
$25 a Sustaining Member —_____$500 a Sustaining Member 
—____$100 a Life Member —___—$1000 a Patron 
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